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The ‘Australia in the Asian 
Century’ White Paper, 
commissioned by Prime  
Minister Gillard of Dr  
KenHenry AC and handed 
to her in October 2012  
isvery clear in identifying 
Japan, together with China,  
India, Indonesia and 

  .noiger eht fo seimonoce yek evif eht sa aeroK htuoS
Australia does not have the same quality or breadth 
of relationship with the other four that matches  
the present relationship with Japan.  This is undestand-
able given the intensity of the contact that has occurred 
bilaterally over the past �ifty years.

In March 1961, Mr Shigeo Nagano, a Vice Chair-
man of the Tokyo Chamber of Commerce &  
Industry andPresident of Fuji Steel led a Goodwill 
and Trade Mission to Australia.  In Canberra, when 
meeting with Australian Industry Associations, he 
prposed the establishment of a bilateral business  
co-operation committee with an aim to contributeto 
the development of the Japan-Australia economic  
relationship by promoting mutual understanding 
and cooperation between the two countries’ business  
comunities.

The Australia Japan Business Co-operation Com-
mittee (AJBCC) was established on 28th August 
1962 and the counterpart JABCC on 6th February  
1963.  Fifty years later, Australian and Japanese busi-
nesses still celebrate the vision and courage of the 
politicians and bureaucrats in both countries who  
conceived and negotiated the Australia-Japan  
Agreement on Commerce of 1957.  For most of the 
subsequent decades, Japan has been Australia’s largest 
two way trade partner. 

The strong bi-lateral relationship is based on deep-
economic, political, security, cultural, educational, and 
people-to-people links. 

FOREWORD
This publication reproduces some of the pertinent  
historical documentation of the early years of the 
AJBCC.  The early interaction with the JABCC is  
captured via the Minutes and Joint Statement of the 
�irst Joint Meeting (Conference) of May 1963 and the 
Communique and Joint Statement of the second and 
third Joint Meetings.  From these early  years, there  
was an awareness of the bene�its that would arise 
from regional cooperation.  Both the Co-operation 
Committees initiated the establishment of the Paci�ic  
Basin Organisation for Economic Co-operation and  
Development (PBEC).

The Basic Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation 
of 1976 and the cooperative activities such as the 
AJBCC-JABCC Exchange Scheme and the Australia  
Japan Business Forum (AJBF) of the ‘middle years’ 
are referenced.  Since the beginning of the millen-
nium, the AJBCC and JABCC have championed the 
cause of a comprehensive, WTO consistent Economic  
Partnership / Free Trade Agreement (EPA/FTA)and look  
forward to the eventual signing of that agreement.

The ‘milestone’ 50th anniversary year has been  
  .seirtnuoc htob ni dna raey eht tuohguorht detarbelec

The 50th Anniversary Australia-Japan Joint Business 
Conference held in October 2012 in Sydney was the 
highlight of the calendar of events.  We were honoured 
by the presence of the Honorable Julia Gillard MP, 
Prime Minister of Australia, as the Guest of Honour and 
her delivery of the Australia Japan Foundation Address 
at the Conference Dinner.

There remains considerable scope for the further 
strengthening of the bilateral Australia-Japan relation-
ship.  This should happen alongside deeper regional 
integration as our two countries look to build on their 
Asia wide links.

Sir Rod Eddington AO
President, AJBCC




